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Back-to-School Key Messages

National Immunization Awareness Month (NIAM) is an annual observance held in August to highlight the importance of vaccination for people of all ages. This August, fewer Michigan children are currently up to date on their routine vaccines because of postponed well-child visits during the COVID-19 pandemic. As parents prepare to send their kids back to school, it’s more important than ever to highlight the importance of vaccines and get kids caught up on vaccines to stay ahead of disease.


Michigan parents need to know that it’s very important to keep their children up to date on vaccinations.
· Fewer Michigan children are currently up-to-date on their routine vaccines because of postponed well-child visits during the COVID-19 pandemic, making it easier for diseases to spread.
· Immunization is the best way to protect your family and community against serious vaccine-preventable diseases, such as measles, mumps and rubella.
· Increased immunization rates reduce the risk of disease outbreaks and protect entire communities, including individuals who are more vulnerable or those who are too young to receive immunizations.

Vaccination rates of younger children dropped during the pandemic as parents postponed well-child visits to avoid the risk of exposure to COVID-19.
· The most recent data from MDHHS shows that only 66.1% of children aged 19 to 36 months have completed their recommended doses in the primary childhood vaccine series – the lowest rate Michigan has seen since 2020.
· This means that many young children in Michigan are vulnerable to potentially dangerous diseases. 
· Currently, only 36 out of 83 counties in Michigan have a childhood vaccination rate of 70% or more.
· While community immunity is different for each disease and vaccine, doctors and public health experts generally agree that a 70% vaccination rate is the minimum protection level desired.

There is absolutely no controversy around vaccines in the medical community. Doctors and other medical professionals agree: Vaccines are safe and effective at preventing disease and protecting communities from outbreaks. 
· Vaccinating your child is one of the safest and most effective things you can do to protect them.
· Vaccines are safe and effective, and they have played a significant role in preventing the spread of life-threatening diseases in our communities for decades.
· It’s normal to have questions—it makes you a good parent!
· Make sure you are getting answers from credible sources. Talk to your child’s doctor and explore resources like IVaccinate.org.
· I Vaccinate provides Michigan parents with information and tools based on real medical science and research to help them protect their kids.
· Now’s the time for parents to call their child’s health care provider and schedule an appointment to get caught up on routine vaccinations.
Global pandemics are a stark reminder of how diseases without vaccines can harm our nation’s economy and public health.
· Before vaccines, parents in the United States could expect that every year:
· Polio would paralyze 10,000 children.
· Pertussis (whooping cough) would kill 8,000 infants.
· Measles would infect about 4 million children, killing about 500.
· Rubella (German measles) would cause birth defects and intellectual disabilities in as many as 20,000 newborns.
· Diphtheria would be one of the most common causes of death in school-aged children.
· A bacterium called Haemophilus influenzae type b (Hib) would cause meningitis in 15,000 children, leaving many with permanent brain damage.

Following the CDC-recommended immunization schedule protects children and teens from 16 vaccine-preventable diseases by age 18.
· The schedule is recommended by the CDC and is approved by every major medical organization in the country, including the American Academy of Pediatrics and the American Academy of Family Physicians.
· It is also the only immunization schedule that has been carefully tested, studied and reviewed by medical experts prior to being recommended for children.
· The schedule is recommended by the CDC and is approved by every major medical organization in the country, including the American Academy of Pediatrics and the American Academy of Family Physicians.
· It is also the only immunization schedule that has been carefully tested, studied and reviewed by medical experts prior to being recommended for children.
· The recommended schedule has been developed so that your child is protected and receiving the vaccines at the age when he or she will have the best response to develop immunity.
· Infants and young children who do not follow the recommended immunization schedules and instead spread out shots—or leave out shots—are at risk of developing diseases during the time that the shots are delayed. 
· This results in more frequent visits to the doctor’s office, more stress and anticipation of shots and increased costs for you.
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